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DESTRUCTION OF TYPHOON YOLANDA

O

n November 8, 2013, Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan),
a super typhoon of unprecedented power , made landfall
among the islands of the Philippines
causing massive devastation across
multiple islands. With winds of 235
kph (147 mph) and gusts of 275 kph
(170 mph), the typhoon knocked
out power and communication in
several major provinces. According
to Taoyang Peng, a tropical cyclone
scientist at the World Meteorological Organization in Geneva, Yolanda is the strongest typhoon to make es and people, destroyed boats and
landfall and probably the strongest fishing equipments and left the mato hit the Philippines.
jority of homes either completely
destroyed or uninhabitable.
The storm affected 4 provinces and
10,436 barangays in 575 municipal- In the aftermath, US Aid reports
ities. Ripping off roofs, collapsing 16 million people affected, 6,300
buildings, shattering windows and plus deaths, 4.1 million people disinundating coastal regions with an placed, 1.1 million houses damaged
incredible storm surge when it hit. or destroyed and 5.9 million people
The storm surge swallowed hous- without jobs.

Millions of affected people depended daily on food aid that was provided through local government
units and nongovernment agencies.
However humanitarian agencies
are now shifting their focus from
relief to recovery while continuing
to prioritize shelter and livelihood
programs.

YWAM’S
RESPONSE

PERMANENT LOCATIONS

A

s we gathered as the National Leadership team in
the wake of the storm we
assessed YWAM Philippines initial
response nationwide and all the relief efforts we were involved in. It
was very evident to our team that
the Lord was directing us to focus
on the need for long term rebuilding
to bring restored hope to the people
of the Philippines. This would be a
long-term effort! The Lord’s strategy was for us to establish permanent
YWAM bases in 4 major centers to
act as bases of operation from which
to minister in all the varied expressions of Youth With A Mission. We
were to welcome all the international teams the Lord was sending us

to help us pioneer in these places.
To date in order to facilitate teams
and see the vision accomplished
we have purchased a house in Tacloban, rented houses in Ormoc
City, continue ministry in northern Cebu and Bantayan Island and
have been given land in Bogo City
as a relocation site for at least 100
displaced families. We are asking
God to direct our efforts in Panay
Island. We are very excited about
our ongoing evangelism and the
potential for training schools that
will empower local people to reach
their own communities as we continue to share the Good News of
the Gospel!

The staff of Youth With A Mission Philippines responded to
the devastation of typhoon
Yolanda immediately and
spontaneously under the direction of the Holy Spirit. It
was truly amazing and encouraging to see how God moved
us to respond. Just days after
the storm made landfall in Tacloban City teams were dispatched to help with removing bodies, evangelism, relief
and rebuilding. Teams initially
responded to 9 locations with
tag teams saturating the areas
of devastation with relief and
the love of Jesus.

REBUILDING

T

he Lord has put on our
hearts to rebuild lives not
just houses! We see a model
community being raised up where
people love and follow Jesus and
are lifted from the pain and poverty
of the past and filled with confident
hope for the future!

We wanted to build houses that
would reflect God’s heart and bring
dignity to the recipients. After
praying, researching and consulting others we decided to purchase a

mobile brick-making machine from
South Africa that would help us create livelihood, engage the people in
the building process and enable us
to produce strong homes that would
withstand future calamities. We
didn’t want to follow the standard
temporary-permanent
structures
that were being mass-produced for
the victims but we envision building
larger floor area homes that have the
potential for a loft and would bring
joy to the occupants.

The story behind Bogo:

Hope

Rebuilding

In the aftermath of a super-typhoon

L

ast January approximately 100 leaders from YWAM
Philippines gathered in Cebu for our National Leaders Consultation. It was here that we shared with our
wider base of leadership the national vision to see permanent YWAM locations established in the typhoon affected
areas. We also believed that the Father was leading us into
long term rebuilding efforts to restore hope among those
affected! We all cried out in fervent prayer for our 4 target
locations. The core of leaders who prayed for the city of
Bogo received clear direction that God would specifically
guide them as they stepped out in faith to pursue land as
a relocation site for the victims of Yolanda.  
Joel and Lucille Hapa the leaders of YWAM Cebu, Shawn
Maragni the leader of the Cebu House of Prayer, and Douglas Sharpe the national chairman of Youth With A Mission
Philippines all decided separately to go scouting for land
on the same morning and traveled together north. Little
did they know as they set out that day that they were driving into a miracle orchestrated by the Father!  
Bogo City is approximately 3 hours north of Cebu City and
the two cars arrived on the outskirts of Bogo around 9 AM.
Shawn and Doug were surprised to see uniformed police
officers standing on the edge of the highway waving at cars
to turn. A large sign was draped across the highway that
read Yolanda Village relocation site. Looking half amazed
at each other Shawn and Doug wondered out loud and
remarked, “Maybe we should check this out! What do you
think?” Turning in, they drove along the flag decorated

dirt road for a few kilometers and happened upon a large
parking area where they were directed to park by one of
the uniformed officers. Upon stepping out of the car the
two were immediately greeted by festively dressed Filipinas who draped necklaces around their necks. Welcoming
them both to the special occasion as if they were long
expected and honored guests the two were immediately
escorted to the tent where the Governor of Cebu and the
mayor of Bogo city were sitting. In conversation together
Shawn and Doug shared the vision of YWAM Philippines
to build not just homes but a whole community. The two
had both stumbled upon the groundbreaking ceremony
for beneficiaries of donated homes and a showcasing of
the “Adopt a barangay” project of the local government
that was partnering with Non-government organizations
and the private sector to meet the needs of 4000 families
displaced by typhoon Yolanda. A project manifest was put
in their hands which literally detailed the same vision God
had given YWAM with regards to rebuilding. The mayor
and his representatives said they could provide for us the
land that we were looking for. On the spot and in the presence of the governor of Cebu and the mayor of Bogo City,
YWAM Philippines pledged to build 100 homes, a school,
a community center and even a clinic.  Overcome with joy
the YWAMers recognized that God had guided their steps
that very morning! Providing not only a relocation site for
the project that was close to His heart the Father also gave
partners to see the purposes of His heart fulfilled for the
poorest of the poor! What a joyful day!

WHAT IS THE ADOPT A BARANGAY PROGRAM?

T

his is a community based rehabilitation plan designed by the Bogo city government to directly address the rehabilitation needs of the communities recovering from the Yolanda disaster. This plan is founded on the “bayanihan
spirit” (or teamwork). The private and public sectors can work together on the relocation, rebuilding or repair
of the houses of approximately 18,000 surveyed families. This two to three year program enables non government
agencies and the city government to work together to relocate, repair and revitalise the lives of those living in the affected communities. The program has identified 4000 families as the most vulnerable and priority beneficiaries of the
rebuilding and relocation component of the program. The families who will be receiving houses have been identified
as indigent, living in the no-build danger/hazard prone areas, have families and dependents to support, or have elderly
or weak family members.
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